
From February 28 - March 2, 2014 the Triangle Census Research Network (TCRN) and the Duke 
Initiative in Survey Methodology at the Social Science Research Institute at Duke University, in 
collaboration with the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan hosted a three-day 
workshop introducing participants to the use of micro-data from the Survey of Income and Program 
Participation (SIPP).  Funding for the workshop was provided via a grant from the National Science 
Foundation and the US Bureau of the Census to the TCRN.   
 
The SIPP collects longitudinal data on respondents’ income, labor force activity, household composition, 
health, migration, and eligibility for and participation in programs (e.g.TANF, WIC, Medicare, Medicaid, 
and numerous others).  As such, it provides unique opportunities to examine the social and economic 
well-being of U.S. residents, and changes in residents’ experiences over time.  The workshop was crafted 
to impart an understanding of how SIPP data are collected and how they can be accessed, and offered 
participants opportunities to extract, work with, and analyze microdata files from the public-use SIPP, 
thereby providing the necessary foundations  for participants to conduct their own SIPP-based research 
project.  Thirty-four scholars attended the workshop, including 22 doctoral students, 7 faculty members, 
and 5 other researchers; participants traveled from 17 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and abroad to 
attend.   
 
The workshop included lectures to provide an overview of SIPP dataset , hands-on interactive sessions to 
allow participants to analyze micrdata files, a panel of experts to discuss methodological challenges and 
opportunities in using SIPP,  a scholar presentation to illustrate substantive research using SIPP, 
presentations on the restricted-use and synthetic SIPP data files, and small working group sessions to 
brainstorm individual research projects. H. Luke Shaefer, Assistant Professor of Social Work at the 
University of Michigan and National Poverty Center (NPC) Research Affiliate led the workshop; 
participants also heard from  

• John Abowd, Edmund Ezra Day Professor of Economics, Cornell University and Principal 
Investigator, Cornell NSF-Census Research Network Node 

• Robert Belli, Professor of Psychology and Director, Survey Research and Methodology Program, 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln 

• Gale Boyd, Executive Director, Triangle Census Research Data Center 
• D. Sunshine Hillygus, Associate Professor of Political Science, Duke University and Director, 

Duke Initiative on Survey Methodology 
• Jerry Reiter, Mrs. Alexander Hehmeyer Professor of Statistical Science, Duke University and 

Principal Investigator, Triangle Census Research Network  
• Matthew Rutledge, Research Economist, Boston College Center for Retirement Research 
• Lara Shore-Sheppard, Professor of Economics, Williams College 
• Martha Stinson, Economist, U.S. Census Bureau. 

The full program is available online.   
 
Selected participants’ feedback: 

“This training provided a first-rate introduction to the SIPP…The hands-on portion with technical 
assistance available made it suitable for participants with a wide range of experience and familiarity 
with its use.  I especially appreciated the in-depth look at past research papers that used the SIPP 
since that helped spark thinking about creative and unique ways of incorporating it into my research.” 
 
“This hands-on workshop has been a wonderful learning experience.  The sessions were extremely 
helpful in learning to navigate the data set and I look forward to using the SIPP in my future 
research.” 
 
“Overall, my participation in this workshop was a very worthwhile experience that helped expand my 
methodological took kit and showed me endless possibilities for using SIPP in my future research.” 
 
“As a junior faculty member on the tenure track, I don't often get that focused time away to dive into 
data analysis. Even better than the amazing instruction and help was the rest of the group – meeting 
future collaborators and making great connections with people in my field and outside my field.” 

http://www.sites.duke.edu/tcrn/
http://www.dism.ssri.duke.edu/
http://www.dism.ssri.duke.edu/
http://www.ssri.duke.edu/
http://home.isr.umich.edu/
http://sites.duke.edu/ssrieducationandtraining/files/2014/03/final-formatted-SIPP-agenda.pdf

